FROM HKTKY LANE TO MECCA

is nol my <wn Colonel/' ho whispered to me.
"I luivr just pit a not<* from tint Old Man explaining
about tin* Inui boilrrs," I certainly Mt sorry for the
poor MImv, but n ft towards hoard that his "excuse"
(modfllt'd in its Uwn' upon those uwd by school children)
was ntvt'ptcd at the Court Martial, and before the
Islamic Mt the hnlitluy-nwker bcrame quite happy
tt Stain. For several \vars after I received Christmas
ranis from thus offirer, who now hoMs a big position in
flu* British Army,

I had u look at the town and found one common
allegation about Aden inromrt. Geography books aver
that no plants of any kind take rout upon its rock
Among the flat-roofed bouses, however, I discovered
a place when* pepper trees went growing, red bunches
of the sharp flavoured hurries dangling umid their
fern-like foliage,

"So," 1 said to an Englishman working at the Cable
Station, "you hare got vegetation here."

"Certainly/' answered the resident with pride, "we
blasted out some holes in the rock and imported the
earth from India 1"

As for grass there is not a blade thereof in this corner
of Arabia.

"Cain's Tomb" was a little-known oddity, shown me
by a local imam. Halfway down a cliff, in a spot which
no man could possibly approach, I saw a distant recess
surprisingly like an Egyptian funeral cave. If created
by Nature it constituted an astounding freak.
My ship stayed in the roadstead, and while I was